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The 3rd ICLDC, held on the campus of the University of Hawai‘i in Mānoa earlier this year, was an important
event and a great success. The conference continues to grow, with more than 120 oral, over 30 poster and
more than 20 electronic poster presentations. More than 450 people from institutions and speaker communities
worldwide attended the conference, many more than two years ago. Following the wishes of many, this year’s
conference was extended by a whole day in comparison to the previous years.

The DOBES (Documentation of Endangered Languages) program in particular was essential for the
development of The Language Archive, and Language Documentation in general continues to be one of our
key areas. Therefore, TLA was very present at this important event, and had the opportunity to contribute with
presentations and in the discussions, and to meet many interested scholars, activists and community members
who were eager to learn more about TLA, our archive and tools. In many cases, a future collaboration seems
feasible and desirable.

Contributions by TLA members:

1. Sloetjes, Han; Stehouwer, Herman; Drude, Sebastian: “Novel developments in ELAN” (oral)
2. Withers, Peter: “KinOath Kinship Archiver: A new tool for recording and exploring kinship relations” (oral)
3. Trilsbeek, Paul; König, Alexander; Drude, Sebastian: “The Language Archive” (poster)
4. Lenkiewicz, Przemek; Lenkiewikcz, Anna: “Towards automated annotation of linguistic recordings”

(electronic poster)
5. Lenkiewikcz, Anna; Somasundaram, Aarthy; Lenkiewicz, Przemek: “A Media Query Language and its

application for automatic annotation in ELAN” (electronic poster)
6. Moreira, André; Windhouwer, Menzo; König, Alexander; Shayan, Shakila: “Lexus 3 – Uniform

presentation methodology for lexica” (electronic poster)
7. Withers, Peter; Goosen, Twan; Drude, Sebastian: “New developments in Arbil” (electronic poster)

Some remarkable reactions to the TLA presentations:

1. The ELAN talk was scheduled in a session that also contained a presentation by Alexander
Nakhimovsky on ELAN-FLEx bridging software and a presentation on the language documentation
software SayMore by John Hatton. Both presentations confirmed in some way the significance of ELAN
for the field of language documentation. It was especially interesting to meet so many people who are
using ELAN and often are also teaching ELAN in their university or institution. Several participants
informed us about the corpora they are compiling annotated in ELAN and some explained their ideas for
project proposals, involving ELAN, that they have.

2. The papers about automated annotation of linguistic recordings have attracted attention of the
attendees. Their authors have been invited to participate in the workshop series organized by the
Automatically Annotated Repository of Digital Video and Audio Resources Community (AARDVARC) at
the Eastern Michigan University, in Ypsilanti, MI and at the City University of New York, in New York City.

 

Other remarkable presentations relevant for TLA activities were the, for instance:

Alexander Nakhimovsky and Tom Myers on a bridge between ELAN and FLEX using a tailored and yet generic
interchange format akin to RDF. http://www.n-topus.com
Daryn McKenny, Carol Genetti and Thiago Chacon on the Miromaa Aboriginal Language and Technology
Centre and their amazing desktop application. http://www.miromaa.org.au

Steve Huffman and Christopher Green (from institutions which so far have been known rather for studying
‘dangerous languages’, as it were, from a US security point of view) about the interesting PASAGLOSSA
project with aims at Mapping the world’s linguistic diversity.

Gary Simons and Paul Lewis from SIL International presented the new scale for language endangerment and
development underlying the new edition of Etnologue, and first results in evaluating the situation of the world’s
linguistic diversity. The same topic was also addressed by Michael Ewing, Margaret Florey and Romola
Rassool from the Resource Network for Linguistic Diversity. Albert Bickford from SIL presented a revision
proposal that accomodates signed languages as well.

Two talks were discussing the use of TEI (Text Encoding Initiative) in language documentation, especially for
lexical resources: Nick Thieberger on digitizing manuscript vocabularies, and Ewa Czaykowska-Higgins and
Martin Holmes on TEI and the Nxa’amxcín (Salish) Dictionary.

Before the conference proper, Sebastian Drude and Paul Trilsbeek participated in an ELP / ELcat meeting,
Paul Trilsbeek also participated in the DELAMAN meeting, and Sebastian Drude chaired a meeting about the
upcoming changes in the setting for the ISO 639 (language codes).
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